ACTION AND REFLECTION
He nodded his understanding, and replied:
"True enough, but the remark does not apply-
to young people. In youth, to write is a sort of
mental training, whereby the pupil learns to
contemplate things in their manifoldedness. This
is true even when what is written subsequently
encounters resistance in the world of reality, either
because it is unpractical or because it is premature.
At eighteen, every one writes verses. In early
youth, we are phrase-slaves. For a young man, a
phrase is like a pretty woman with whom he
falls in love. At forty, one faces up to the facts
of life."
"What do you think of the books you wrote
in youth ?"
"The History of the Cardinals is fustian. It was
written with a political bias, and intended for
publication as a newspaper feuilleton. Political
propaganda!"
"It is clear to me that the poetical side of your
nature has continued to influence you in your
career of action, persisting as a sort of analysis
of your ego. During the decisive days of October
1922, you describe how the echo of the Royal
Guards resounded through the deserted streets
of Milan."
With an eager gesture of assent, he said: "I
have always been aware of such a twofold strain